COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC STANDING
February 23, 2022: 2:00 – 4:00

Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84360168737


AGENDA

1. Call to order								Steve Powers

2. Approval of Minutes from 2/09/2022				Teresa Fisher

3. Student Appeals							Cheryl Byrd
a. Report								

4. Revised Dean’s List and President’s List Revisions		Alex and Octavio
(yes, revised revisions) see below
While this is a 2nd meeting, it has not had the opportunity to go 
to departments, so no vote will be taken though discussion may
continue 

5. The WU grade  (see above the below)  				Teresa Fisher
Update from sub-committee

6. Update on PLA or CPL (pick you letters)				Alex and Steve

7. New Business

Remaining Spring Dates: 

March 9, 2022
March 23, 2022
April 13, 2022
April 27, 2022
May 11, 2022


Concern re Fall 2021 revised WU policy:

Here is the new policy (8.3.1b):

a. WU Grade Policy
i. As per the May 2021 Uniform Grade Glossary, Policies, and Guidelines CUNY memo: A grade of “WU” is to be assigned to students who participated at least once in an academically related activity, completely stopped attending at any time before the culminating academic experience of the course, i.e., final exam, final paper, etc., and did not officially withdraw. Academically related activities include, but are not limited to. 
· physically attending a class where there is an opportunity for direct interaction between the instructor and students. 
· submitting an academic assignment. 
· taking an exam, an interactive tutorial or computer-assisted instruction. 
· attending a study group that is assigned by the school. 
· participating in an online discussion about academic matters and 
· initiating contact with a faculty member to ask a question about the academic subject studied in the course. 
· engaging in an online academically related activity or initiating contact with a faculty member to ask a course-related question. Logging into an online class is not sufficient, by itself, to demonstrate academic participated by the student.
ii. As per that 2021 CUNY memo, effective Fall 2021, the WU grade will not have punitive impact on student’s GPA. WU grade will continue to be used to denote Unofficial Withdrawal. 
iii. A WU grade should never be given in place of an ‘F’ grade. The ‘F’ grade is an earned grade based on poor performance and the student not meeting the learning objectives/outcomes of the course throughout the entire academic term/session. If the student has participated in an academically related activity at least once or if there is documented evidence of the student’s participation in a course, and they have ceased participating in the course, at the end of the term, the unofficial withdrawal grade reported must be a “WU”. When a student does not officially withdraw from a course and fails to complete the course requirements, the instructor assigns the "WU" grade on the final grade roster.

Here are the concerns:
Last part of 8.3.1b.iii says: “When a student does not officially withdraw from a course and fails to complete the course requirements, the instructor assigns the "WU" grade on the final grade roster.” It doesn’t mention the culminating experience. That being said, I don’t think you can pull that one sentence out on its own as it must be read in context with the rest of the language in that point. I believe the point of “iii” is to draw a distinction between an F and a WU. To read that last sentence on its own without the context of the sentence that comes before it is an inaccurate reading, I believe. But it is poor structure by CUNY. Until they fix it or we find a way to ameliorate it, I believe you cannot read those sentences separately in section “iii” without misinterpreting the meaning. Additionally, as it falls after section “i”, I also think that “iii” has to be interpreted in the context of that first section. That it’s what I assume is CUNY’s attempt to add nuance to section “i” through an attempted clarification of F v. WU.  
Theoretically we can delete part “iii”, but I don’t know if the Board of Trustees would approve it since it’s part of the revised CUNY policy. And we can’t revise the language since it’s their language. I’m not sure how we get around CUNY’s language. About the only thing I can think of is adding a line of our own to “iii” that says something like “As a reminder, the WU does not mean the student hasn’t completed some work in the class (at least one activity or they would have received a WN), but that they have not completed the culminating project which may be a final exam, a final project, or a final project. Students can withdraw from a class with a W up to the final day of regular classes (before the start of finals week). If they do not withdraw, but fail to complete the culminating experience, then the WU may be the appropriate grade if they also stopped attending class up to and including the final class session.” Or even just add a bracket into that sentence: “When a student does not officially withdraw from a course and fails to complete the course requirements [which must include not completing the culminating experience be it a final exam, paper, or project], the instructor assigns the "WU" grade on the final grade roster.”
Another question re culminating experience v. final exam: Should there be clarification as to what the culminating experience is and its role in the WU? For most classes it is likely to be the final exam or a final project, but does that need to be more clearly articulated? If the policy said “final exam” and a class didn’t have one, a faculty member might think they couldn’t give a WU and would award a letter grade even if a student had stopped attending, had completed at least one academic-related activity, didn’t withdraw, and didn’t turn in the final paper/project because, in their mind, that didn’t meet WU requirements since it wasn’t a final exam the student missed. 






Revision: To eliminate “Dean’s List for Graduation” and “President’s List for Graduation”. Add graduation honors at a cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher. 
Effective: Fall 2022
	Dean's List and President's List 

5.1. Eligibility for Dean's List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Dean's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of twelve (12) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.3 or higher. 

5.2 Evaluation for Dean's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Dean's List upon successful completion of 12 or more college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.3 Limitations governing Dean's List
a. No student may be included on the Dean's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN shall not be eligible for that band. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following spring and/or fall semester for a student to be considered for the Dean's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for Dean's List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received. 
	Dean's List and President's List 

5.1. Eligibility for Dean's List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Dean's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of twelve (12) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.3 or higher. 

5.2 Evaluation for Dean's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Dean's List upon successful completion of 12 or more college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.3 Limitations governing Dean's List
a. No student may be included on the Dean's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN shall not be eligible for that band. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following spring and/or fall semester for a student to be considered for the Dean's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for Dean's List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received. 
d. 

	5.4 Dean’s List for Graduation
a. To be considered for the Dean’s List at the time of graduation, a student must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.3 or higher, with no PEN or INC grades.

5.5 Eligibility for President’s List  
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the President's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of twelve (12) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.7 or higher.

5.6 Evaluation for President’s List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the President’s List upon successful completion of 12 or more college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.7 Limitations Governing President’s List
a. A student who qualifies for the President’s List in a given spring and/or fall semester or at graduation is not eligible to be on the Dean’s List at the same time.
b. No student may be included on the President's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
c. A student with a grade of F or WU shall not be eligible for that semester. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following semester for a student to be considered for President's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the grade is resolved.

5.8 President’s List for Graduation
a. To be considered for the President’s List at the time of graduation a student must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.7 or higher, with no PEN or INC grades.

5.9 Part-Time Dean’s List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Part-time Dean's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of six (6) and up to eleven (11) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.3 or higher.

5.10 Evaluation for Part-Time Dean's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Part-time Dean's List upon successful completion of 6 to 11 college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.11 Limitations governing Part-Time Student Dean's List
a. No student may be included on the Part-time Dean's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A part-time student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN, or WF shall not be eligible. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following spring and/or fall semester for a student to be considered for the Part-Time Dean's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for the Part-Time Dean's List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received.

5.12 Part-Time President’s List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Part-Time President's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of six (6) and up to eleven (11) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.7 or higher.

5.13 Evaluation for Part-Time Student President's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Part-time President's List upon successful completion of 6 to 11 college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.14 Limitations governing Part-Time Student President's List
a. No student may be included on the Part-Time President's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A part-time student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN, or WF shall not be eligible. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following semester for a student to be considered for the Part-Time Student President's List. A part-time student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for the Part-Time President’s List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received.


	5.4 Eligibility for President’s List  
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the President's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of twelve (12) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.7 or higher.

5.5 Evaluation for President’s List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the President’s List upon successful completion of 12 or more college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.6 Limitations Governing President’s List
a. A student who qualifies for the President’s List in a given spring and/or fall semester or at graduation is not eligible to be on the Dean’s List at the same time.
b. No student may be included on the President's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
c. A student with a grade of F or WU shall not be eligible for that semester. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following semester for a student to be considered for President's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the grade is resolved.






5.7 Part-Time Dean’s List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Part-time Dean's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of six (6) and up to eleven (11) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.3 or higher.

5.8 Evaluation for Part-Time Dean's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Part-time Dean's List upon successful completion of 6 to 11 college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.9 Limitations governing Part-Time Student Dean's List
a. No student may be included on the Part-time Dean's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A part-time student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN, or WF shall not be eligible. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following spring and/or fall semester for a student to be considered for the Part-Time Dean's List. A student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for the Part-Time Dean's List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received.

5.10 Part-Time President’s List
a. Students shall be eligible for inclusion on the Part-Time President's List if they have been assigned academic grades for a minimum of six (6) and up to eleven (11) college-level credits in a spring and/or fall semester with an average of 3.7 or higher.

5.11 Evaluation for Part-Time Student President's List
a. Students shall be evaluated for the Part-time President's List upon successful completion of 6 to 11 college credits in a spring and/or fall semester.

5.12 Limitations governing Part-Time Student President's List
a. No student may be included on the Part-Time President's List more than six (6) times during his or her stay at the college.
b. A part-time student with a grade of F, WU, or FIN, or WF shall not be eligible. An INC or PEN grade must be completed before the start of the following semester for a student to be considered for the Part-Time Student President's List. A part-time student with a Z grade shall not be considered until the Z grade is resolved.
c. Transfer credits are not applicable for the Part-Time President’s List consideration. When a student transfers in courses from another school that student is given the credits for those courses but not the grades that were received.



	
	11.9 Graduation Honors Notation
a. Students with a 3.7 or higher cumulative BCC GPA at the time of graduation shall receive a “with honors” notation on their transcript in recognition of their academic record of excellence. 



Rationale:
The “Dean’s List for Graduation” and “President’s List for Graduation” sections seem intended to refer to a separate honor to be awarded to a student upon graduation (though there is some ambiguity in the language). This separate honor has not been applied to student records in recent history and, therefore, should be removed. 
The creation of a “Graduation Honors Notation” based on 3.7 or higher GPA will allow BCC to formally recognize those students with exceptional final cumulative GPAs. In particular, students who graduate with a BCC cumulative GPA of 3.7 or higher will receive the notation of “with honors” on their transcript. This policy will bring BCC into alignment with most of its peer CUNY community colleges that have cumulative GPA-based graduation honors. Based on a review of recent data, it is likely that approximately 10 to 15% of BCC graduates in a given year will graduate “with honors.”

