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The Obama-Chesky Voyager Scholarship for Public Service supports students who have a passion for helping others, experience serving their communities, and can demonstrate an expansive view of what’s possible through public service. Read more of the details here: https://www.obama.org/programs/voyager-scholarship/ 

The deadline to apply is March 17, 2026, at 11:59 PM.

Students who would like assistance can complete this worksheet and send it to Mr. Edwin Roman by or before March 6, 2026. Complete the form and send it via e-mail to edwin.roman@bcc.cuny.edu. In the subject, please type “Voyager Scholarship” and be sure to include your EMPLid number. 

Be sure to read the details on the website closely as there is also a video submission. 




If chosen as a Voyager Scholarship recipient, tell us about the issue or field you're interested in exploring during the program. 80-word limit.









Share a brief bio about yourself. Please follow this template: 1-2 sentences about what you are passionate about within public service, 1 sentence about your Summer Voyage goals including where you hope to go and your learning goals, and 1 sentence about your plans after graduation. 165-word limit.















Describe an experience when you worked to implement positive change within a community. What issue did you address? What community did you serve? What was your thought process behind how you designed the project/experience? What did you learn from the community and how did this shape your approach to public service moving forward? 165-word limit.














If chosen as a Voyager Scholarship recipient, you’ll have an opportunity to design an immersive travel and work experience for a minimum of six-weeks during the summer between your junior and senior year of college. This Summer Voyage is rooted in exploring new communities and building connections. It could focus on an internship or research opportunity, volunteer experience, or a less structured approach that helps advance your commitment to public service. This opportunity is yours to create and implement —we’ll give you the tools to do it.  Given the six-week timeframe and $10,000 stipend amount, if you were chosen as a Voyager Scholarship recipient, what would you like to focus on during your Summer Voyage? Think about the locations you might travel to and the organizations you might want to partner with. Please note that approved Summer Voyage locations may be limited based on the U.S. Department of State travel advisories at the time of review. What are you hoping to learn? How can exposure to new communities help with these goals? 165-word limit



















Describe a time when your opinion or perspective differed from that of your peers, professors, or friends. How did you approach the conversation? Did your perspective change? Who or what changed your perspective? How did this shape how you want to approach difficult conversations in your future public service career? 165-word limit.











Describe a recent challenge or failure you have experienced. As you look back on this challenge or failure, what did you learn? How did you overcome it? What role did values play in how you overcame this challenge or failure? 250-word limit.











Based on your previous responses, what would you like to accomplish one year after graduation? What would success look like five years after graduation? How will you collaborate with others to get this done? 250-word limit




















Please describe how and when any personal circumstances have affected your achievement in school, your work experience, or your participation in school and community activities. Space is limited; be concise. 250-word limit
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